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Today’s Gospel:  Today’s feast of the Transfiguration calls to our attention the importance of this event in Jesus’ life, further 
affirmed by its report in each of the Synoptic Gospels – Mathew, Mark and Luke.  In Cycle A, the reading for this feast is 
taken from the Gospel of Matthew.  The Transfiguration occurs after Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah and 
after Jesus predicts his Passion.  In each of these Gospels, a discussion of the cost of discipleship precedes the 
Transfiguration, with Jesus taking three of his disciples - Peter, James, and John - to a high mountain.  While they are there, 
Elijah and Moses appear and converse with Jesus, Elijah and Moses both being significant figures in the history of Israel: 
Moses led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt and received from Yahweh the Ten Commandments.  He represents the Law, 
which guides the lives of the Jewish people.  Elijah is one of the most important prophets of Israel who helped the Israelites 
stay faithful to Yahweh, some believing that Elijah’s return would signal the coming of the Messiah.  The appearance of 
these two figures from Israel’s history indicated Jesus’ continuity with the Law and the prophets.  They also reveal that Jesus 
is the fulfilment of all that was promised to the people of Israel.  Upon witnessing Jesus’ Transfiguration and seeing Jesus 
with Elijah and Moses, an awestruck Peter offered to construct three tents for them when a voice from Heaven affirms that 
Jesus is "my beloved Son" and commands the disciples to listen to him.  In each of the reports of the Transfiguration, Jesus 
instructed the disciples to keep secret what they had seen until after "the Son of Man has been raised from the dead."  Until 
they witnessed Jesus’ Passion and Death, the disciples could not possibly understand what he meant by being "raised from 
the dead."  We, however, have the benefit of hindsight.  In our hearing of the Transfiguration Gospel, we see an anticipation 
of Jesus’ Resurrection, a foreshadowing of Christ’s glory in Heaven, and the promise of our own resurrection.  Loyola Press. 

Fr Paul:  Fr Paul will be away from the parish on pilgrimage after today until the 23
rd

 August, and during this time there will 
be no weekday Masses.  Weekday Masses will resume on Thursday 24

th
.  Next weekend, the 12

th
/13

th
 of August, the three 

weekend Masses will be celebrated by a visiting Missionary Society priest, and tie in with a Missionary Appeal.  The following 
weekend, 19

th
/20

th
 August, we will welcome back Fr Chris Dobson who has kindly agreed to cover the weekend Masses. 

Social Committee:  There will be an inaugural, open meeting on Monday 14
th
 August in the Garden Room at 7:30 pm to 

formulate ideas and discuss options for future social activity within the parish.  Please do come along and share your views. 

Parish 150 Club:  The July prize draw of the 150 Club was made last Sunday.  Congratulations to the winners: Mr Michael 
Bloomfield, Mr David Nash, Mr Terry Butcher and Mrs Carol Sims.  Full details of the winners can be found on the notice 
board in the porch and on the parish web site.  There is plenty of room for more members to join the Club and we would 
appeal to all parishioners to sign up to this venture to support your parish. 

The Sick of the Parish: 
We ask your prayers for Patrick Doran and all our brothers and sisters who are unwell, afflicted, housebound or distressed.  

Lord, comfort and relieve them according to their needs, and grant them the love and consolation of your Spirit.  Amen. 

Our Own Dear Departed:  Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of the faithful departed and especially for Mary 
Murphy (1972), Francis Jordan (1958), Frederick Rutter (1986), Anne Glaze (2002), Jacqueline Luzny (1995), Noreen 
Lawrence (2001), Giuseppe de Dona (2009), Carole Johnson (2018), William Kerr (1970), Cyril Robinson (1970) and Iris 
Harvey (2006) whose anniversaries occur about this time. 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace 

The Transfiguration of the Lord – Sunday 6
th

 August 2023:   Sunday Readings: Liturgical Year A 
Services during the coming week – Eighteenth Week of the Year, Year I 

Saturday 5
th
 

August 

5:30 pm  Confessions  

6:00 pm 
 Vigil Mass for the Transfiguration of the Lords, offered the people of the parish.  Reader I Suttle, 

Offertory Hennon Family 

Sunday 6
th
 

August 

8:00 am 
 Holy Mass, offered for the Vieira Family.  Reader C Moore, offertory Moore Family, Eucharistic 
Minister C Moore 

10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Laura Croker RIP.  Reader M Pakes, offertory Long 
Family, Eucharistic Minister M Long 

Please join us for tea and coffee in the Garden Room after 10:00 Mass, prepared & served by Nigel & Molly 
Monday 7

th
 

August 
 Feria 
No Mass Today 

Tuesday 8
th
  

August 
 St Dominic 
No Mass Today 

Wednesday 9
th
  

August 
 St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 
No Mass Today 

Thursday 10
th
 

August 
 St Lawrence 
No Mass Today 

Friday 11
th
 

August 
 St Clare 
No Mass Today 

Saturday 12
th
 

August 
5:30 pm  Confessions 
6:00 pm  Vigil Mass of 19

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time, offered for the people of the parish.  


